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Background 

 

Feral pigs (Sus Crofa) world wide are described as one of the worst invasive species and are 

considered to be an enormous liability to natural ecosystems, biodiversity, agricultural 

production and human health. They have been demonstrated to compete directly with native 

fauna, and have even caused the extinction of some of those species (Campbell and Long 2009). 

Their omnivorous diet also contributes to altering forest processes, reducing the recruitment and 

growth of native plants, and consequently paving the way for the introduction of invasive plants. 

They are especially attracted to waterlogged and ripparian habitats, and helps to alter the 

structure and functioning of important water courses. Feral pigs have also been implicated in 

causing significant damage to agricultural crops and livestock, directly resulting in the loss of 

several million dollars in revenue to national economies.  Furthermore, they have known to act 

as vectors and reservoirs for a number of livestock and human diseases both exotic and endemic.  

 

In Saint Lucia, the Forestry Department is growing increasingly concerned about the activities of 

feral pigs in the Government Forest Reserve and adjacent private lands. Several reports from the 

public and direct observations from department staff have suggested that feral pig activities are 

increasing and possibly causing unknown damage to the natural vegetation, and wildlife animals 

found within the rainforest. People are also fearful that feral pig activities, seen near important 

water courses such as rivers and streams, may compromise the integrity of these vital water 

sources.  The situation may also be worsened by reports which have suggested that their presence 

on private lands and other areas adjacent to the Forest Reserve have contributed to significant 

damage to private farms, and that some farmers were forced to abandon their farms as a result. 

The Department has viewed this current situation very seriously and is currently seeking ways to 

“reduce the impacts of the feral pigs to a bare minimum”. Whether that can be achieved through 

total eradication of all pigs from the forest, or by simply controlling the pig population by use of 

various methods is an issue worth discussing and exploring further. Any response made at 

solving the problem must take on a strategic and coordinated approach, and must involve other 

stakeholders as well. In addition, such efforts must be sustained overtime through adequate 

funding, adequately monitored, and actions evaluated, so that desired results could be achieved.  

 



But the question of how those pigs got into St. Lucia’s forest in the first place is one that’s worth 

exploring. Pigs are native to Europe and continental Asia as far south, and east to the Malaysian 

Peninsular, as well as to the islands of Sumatra and Java. It is generally believed that domestic 

pigs were introduced to the West Indies during the voyages of Christopher Columbus in the 

1400s, and there was a subsequent spread to other islands which he didn’t visit. Pigs have been 

farmed in St. Lucia ever since colonial times, right up to the present, where they have 

proliferated, escaped through deliberate means or otherwise, and in some cases have become 

pests. Many farmers have perhaps allowed their pigs to forage freely in adjacent areas and were 

not successful in re-capturing them. Some of those pigs strayed into the forest areas and over 

several generations have survived there.  

 

 

Distribution and Threats of Feral Pigs on St. Lucia 

 

Reports and observations from a biophysical inventory of the island and participants of a parrot 

survey in 2009 showed that feral pigs are largely restricted to the rain forest of St. Lucia and 

have become locally abundant (Map 1). This information was further confirmed by local pig 

hunters, who attended a consultation held by the Forestry Department in September, 2009. It is 

unsurprising that feral pigs have favoured the wet forest of St. Lucia, where they can easily root 

and wallow in wet and soggy areas. Several of their tracts were seen, and multiple areas of 

rooting and wallowing were reported. In these areas, it is generally believed that several 

seedlings of hardwood species and other succulent plants have been destroyed. These affected 

areas on one hand face the potential for invasion by exotic species, and on the other hand are 

vulnerable to soil erosion. Additionally, the risk of losing rare and endemic plants to extinction 

becomes a stark reality. Signs of rooting among the roots of standing trees, and rubbing, were 

also observed. These trees are left exposed to various weaknesses and may die prematurely as a 

consequence. Feral pigs have a voracious and omnivorous feeding habit, and there is no doubt 

that their activities are damaging the rainforest ecosystem. But not only is the rainforest affected 

by the presence of feral pigs, the dry forest is expericing their impacts as well. This is evident 

particularly in certain pockets of the northeast corridor of Saint Lucia, as was indicated by the 

pig hunters who attended the consultation held by the Forestry Department in September of 

2009. However, there are mixed feelings about this situation because some people believe that 

majority of those pigs may not be feral, because they are owned by local people from nearby 

communities, and are only being turned lose to forage. 

 

Because of their omnivorous nature, it is also believed that feral pigs might be causing 

undisclosed harm to native animals. Certain bird species such as the quail doves (Ruddy and 

Bridled Quail Doves) which are known to nest low above the ground are particularly vulnerable 

to predation by feral pigs. Other species of concern include ground dwelling reptiles such as one 

of St. Lucia’s endemic pygmy gecko and the endemic snakes, the St. Lucia Boa Constrictor and 



the St. Lucia Viper, the poisonous snake. Unconfirmed reports have linked a potential decline in 

the poisonous snake population to predation by feral pigs. 

 

 

Management Recommendations 

 

Clarke (2009) declared that there is no panacea for feral pig control, management or eradication 

which currently exists. The effort required may be too expensive to eradicate feral pigs. He 

further stated that more farmed pigs will eventually escape and become feral, and therefore 

controlling, rather than eradicting feral pigs in areas of conservation concern and state-owned 

forest lands may be the best option for Saint Lucia.  In this regard, the department has responded 

to the problem through consultation with local stakeholders, dialogue with regional counterparts 

facing similar problems, and implementation of recommendations arising from the biophysical 

inventory. 

 

Over the last 15 years the Forestry Department has in some ways attempted to deal with the 

problem of feral pigs, particularly within the Forest Reserve. Early on the department attempted 

to organize pig hunters in groups within the communities where they leave. It is worth noting 

that the forest reserve is divided into five administrative sections, and these groups were formed 

according to these sections. The focus was then to train these hunters using snares to capture 

pigs. The hunters themselves, who were very familiar with the traditional way of hunting with 

dogs and guns, did not welcome the method of using snares to capture feral pigs. As a result, not 

much was achieved. In 2009, the department held a consultation, which brought together about 

30 pig hunters from around the island. The response was very encouraging. The hunters seemed 

quite excited about the prospects of working together with the Forestry Department to tackle the 

feral pig problem. They understood the destructiveness of the feral pigs on the island’s natural 

resources, and the associated damaging effects on human life. Most agreed to eradication as the 

course of action to take. However, eradiction will not be easy to achieve as stated by Clarke 

(2009), and the reality of a difficult terrain. One area of contention which featured strongly at the 

consultation was the issue of licence guns. Most hunters do not own a licensed gun. They mostly 

form hunting expeditions with someone who owns a licensed gun. The overall sentiment was 

that the department should facilitate efforts for more hunters to acquire licensed guns to hunt 

pigs. If that becomes a reality, there would ofcourse be a need to for the department to 

adequately plan the logistics hunting expeditions and to closely monitor hunters’ activities. 

There is also much that can be shared among regional counterparts. The Forestry Department of 

Montserrat had begun shooting pigs in some forest areas. This action appeared to have either 

reduced the numbers and range of pigs, or caused them to become more wary and difficult to 

observe, but unfortunately the control effort largely ceased.  In 2009, a new Darwin Initiative-

funded project was launched to address pigs and other ungulates (Clarke 2009). In March of 

2011, I attended a workshop in Montserrat which brought together several governmental and 



non-governmental agencies, and community personnel. This workshop focussed on sharing 

lessons learnt from the Darwin funded project, and identifying ways, including support funding 

to continue the eradication of feral mammals. The Montserrat project could be used as a model to 

dealing with the feral pig problem here in St. Lucia. 

 

Further recommendations were made by Clarke (2009), some of which are listed below: 

 The Forestry Department should be the main body responsible for managing St Lucia’s 

feral pig population, but will require additional resources to do so effectively. 

 Hunting of feral pig within protected areas and state-owned forest lands should be 

permitted and encouraged, but closely regulated. 

 A small number of reputable hunters should be licensed to cull pigs in each of the five 

forest ranges where feral pigs occur.  

 Poisons should not be used to manage the feral pig population without further research 

and trials (carefully and safely conducted), because the chemicals used to poison feral 

pigs are highly toxic to other wildlife. 

 The efficacy of different hunting methods needs to be evaluated 

 Licensed hunters should be policed by the Foresty Department  

 Monitoring of pig abundance is important to gauge the effectiveness of management 

activities. The numbers and locations of all pigs observed or killed should be recorded 

using a GPS and mapped 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The presence of feral pigs in the forest of Saint Lucia is one that is not welcomed, and every 

effort will be made to bring the situation under control. The Forestry Department is aware of the 

far reaching negative impacts of feral pigs on the island’s biodiversity resources. Any response 

by the department at solving the problem must take on a strategic and coordinated approach, 

must involve other stakeholders, efforts must be sustained overtime through adequate funding, 

adequate monitoring, and actions taken must be evaluated. This will ensure that desired results 

are achieved. 
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Map 1. Distribution of Feral Pig Activity in Saint Lucia 


